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I be Epiſtle £0 the Monthly and Quar:erly Meetings of 
Friends in England, Wales, and Elſewhere. 


From Our Yearly Meeting, keld in London, the Sixteenth, Sewen- 
teenth, Eighteenth and Ninetcenth Dayes of the Third Month, 1692, 


Door and Faithſul Friends and. Brethren, | 


VV E Salute you in the Lord with very dear and tender Love,which lives in 
our Hearts towards youall and God's whole Heritage,which we carncſt- 
| ly deſire the Proſperity of, ia that pure Life,l ove, Peace and Concord in 
Chriſt Jeſus,which will endure, bcing truly comforted and refreſhed as heretofore to hear 
of Truth's Proſperity and the Lord's Work going; forward, and of the Faithfulneſs ,and 
Love that is among Friends in this and other Nations of the World ; and we have great 
cauſe {till ro bleſygghe Name of our God for his preſerving and ſupporting of us by his 
Power to this day, and for that bleſſed Immediate Sence thereof, and Reviving and 
Comforting of many thereby in our ſolemn Aſſemblies at this Time. | 

The moit Material things of Concern agreed upon, as deſired by this Meeting,and many 
Faithful Friends and Brethren, Wedo hereby faithfully recommend to your Godly Care 
and Obſervation, as heretofore ; | 

Being ſenſible how incident Youth is to be Corrupted, and how liable to Corrupt and __ _ 
hurt one another by Evil Example and Liberty, It is earneſtly requeſted that all Parents Rc rouonig 
among Friends take all Godly and Chriſtian Care in the Education of their Children, and ge yourh 
be good Examples to them, and Not to allow them in any thing that may gratihe a vain 
Mind in Immodeſt Apparel or Fooliſh Garbs, or other Extravagancies tending to their 
Hurt and Reproach of.our holy Profeſſion, and Incuring God's diſpleaſure and Judg- 
ment, which ſtands againſt the Pride of Life and Haughtineſs; But ſincerely to uſe their 
beſt Indeavours to Train them up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord in So- 
briety, Modeſty and Plainneſs in Apparel, Language and Converſation, as becometh 
our holy Profeſſion and Chriſtian Religion. | | 

And that Friends be careful and diligent to keep up their Antient Chriſtian Teſtimo-  ... "boogoed 
ny againſt the oppreſſion of Tythes ; for the more Faithful and Unanimous Friends are , tony P 
therein, we are really perſwaded the Lord will the ſooner make way for our Eaſe and Teſtimony a- 
deliverance from that Burden. And Friends to be careful to Record all the Sufferings gainſt Tythes. 
in that and other Caſes for the Truth; for we underſtand that Friends Sufferings do in- 
creaſe in divers places, we having now Account of One Hundred and Eleven Priſoners,. | 
chiefly for Non-payment of Tythes, beſides Nine Priſoners deceaſed ſince laſt Yearly FO a 4 
Meeting. F7 

pur, prevent Reproach and Diviſion in the Caſes following, It is adviſed and earn- & 
eſtly deſired, that the Payment of Juſt Debts beqnot delayed, by any profeſſing I ruth, ON Sha 
beyond the time promiſed and agreed upon, Nor occaſion given of complaint to thoſe, , woping 
they deal with by their backwardneſs of Payment, where no time 1s limitted ; Nor any their Words, 
to. over-charge themſelves with too much Trading and Commerce beyond their capa- and paying 
cities todiſcharge a good Conſcience towards all Men: And that all Friends concerned, *®cir Debrs ir 
be very careful not to contrat Extravagant Debts to the indangering the. wronging, due tine. 
others and their Families, which ſome have done to the grieving the Hearts of the Up- 
right; Nor to break their Promiſes, Contra&s or Agreements in their Buying and 
Selling (orin any other lawful Afairs) to the Injurying themſelves and others, . occa- 
ſioning Strife , Contention, and Reproach to Truth and Friends. And its adviſed 
T hat all Friends that are entring into Trade, or that are mn Trade, and have not Stocks 
ſufficient of their own to anſwer the Trade they aimeat, be very captions of runing them- 
ſelves into Debts without adviſing with ſome of their antient and experienced Friends, 
among whom they live, and more eſpecially ſuch Trading as hath its dependance upon 
Sea Adventures. | TINGe'd C2 CH PHAR 

And that in all caſes of Controverſie and Difference, the Perſons. concerned therein | 
either ſpecdily compoſe the Difference between themſelves, or make choice of fome For fpees; 
Faithful unconcerned Friends to determine the ſame, and they to ſtand to their deter- 020%. "Ag 
mination, or otherwiſe if they cannot agree uponthe choice, to ſubmit to the Monthly __ 
Mecting?s choice of certain Perſons nicet to inſpect and determine the Controverlie, and 
to ſtand to their award and final Determination thereof ; T hat ſuch Controverſies may 
not be continued to cauſe a Stink and Reproach, for they are a great Shame $0 S008, 
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And that Care be taken for the ſpeedy ending of all Controverſies and Differences | 


among, Friends, aridall Friends to take heed of being parties with one.or. anather fbr the 
prolonging ther2of, and ſuch, Perſons as refuſe to ſubmit to Truth's Order, op to hear 
the Church of Chriſt; are.to, be diſowned: and' teltifrad. againſt, acrarding; ror Chriſt's 
Dodrine on that behalf. | 

And albFricnds and Brethren, to be careful and watchful againſt all Whiſperings,Rack- 


bitings and Tale-carrying, to the defaming of Friends or others, and put a fpeedy-ſtop 
To Judge | therets, and' paſs Rixhrevus Judgment upon all. Whiſperers and: Back-biters, wha ap- 


down all whiſ- 
perings and 


Profeſſion. 


pear Inſtruments of Diviſion and Offences, contrary to that peaceavle Truth and Go- 


backbitings. ſpel we profeſs. : | | _ ” 
And that where any have received Offence againſt any other, firſt to ſpeak private- 
ly to the party concerned, and: endeavour Reconciliatian. betweere themflves, amd” not. 
to whiſper or aggravate: matters againſt them behind. ther. Backs to:the:making parties 
and the Breach wider. 
And concerning Friends Marriages, with refpet to the ufua], due, orderly, and com+ 
mendable proceedings therein,being a matter of very great and Weighty: Cancern. to: tlie 
To be car- Whole Body: of Friends in general as well as in. particular, for which we have beer: 
ful to keep up and are yet lableto be called to anAccount by the Gorernment,thenehaggng becn ſeucrad 
an orderly great Endeavonrs to provide a ſevere Law againſt C landeſtine Mar: iages,, not yet. bronghs 
proceeding 2 tg an iſſue ; and great Care among Friends to. Vindicate: our Methad ro Authoricy, that 
bout Marti thing: might be Enatted to-2ff:& Friends in that caſe to: their Injury ar Snifering. We 
"NY therefore adviſe thar all ſuch as profeſs the: Truch among Friends, do- publidh. their In. 
tentions of Marriage at two ſundry Monthly Meetin- $s (at leaſt,) or at two fundry twa. 
Weeks Meetings, in ſuchplaces where they are £-ttled, befare they Solemnize the ſame, 
that converienttimemay be allowed Friends. concerned for:enquiry aud fatisfaftion con- 
cerning the conſent'of Parents and Guardians, and their clearnezis from alt Scandab and 
Przcontradts, that Friends may owm and itard by their Pracecdings before the Govern- 
ment and all in Authority: ;, which otherwiſe they: cannot, if. they proceed not iy the due: 
and orderly Publication and Method of Truth fertled anrang. Friends, being a matter 
greatly inquired into, eraly warrantableand ro-be ſt20d: by. 
; And we frgnific to you, that though great En:leavours have been uſed fo r Friends Re- 
COnrr lief from the burthen of rhe Impoſition of Oathes, which a arge progreſs has been made. 
I ® in, ar d yet hitherto diſappointed of the good ends of Friends Endeavours : Howbeit, 
there is ſo much preparation and way made already for farther Endcavonrs. for Friends 
Relief in that cafe, tha: this Meeting has conſented and: agreed that when the Lord is: 
pleaſed to open a way for Friends Eaſe and Reli.f in that cafe, that furrhes endeavours: 
be uſed ro obtain it, and the Me:ting for Sufferings here to take care therein. 
And this Meeting was well ſa:i-fied and very glad in the ſence they had of rhe. Inno-. 
cency and peaceableneſs of the Body of our Friends in geneval towards the Civil Go- 
- vernment under which we live, and enjoy our preſent Liberty in the Peaceab'e Exercife of 
EE irve Our tender Conſciences towards Almighty God, to whom we arc humbly thankful. for the: 
Peaceably un- ſame, being obliged to demean our felves, not only as a grateful People, bur as. a Chri- 
der the Go ſtian Society to live peacrably and inoffeniively under the preſent Government, as we. 
vernmentas ' haye always done nnder the various Revolutions of Governments ever ſince wo were a. 


People, according to onr antient Chriſtian Principle and Pradtice, in which we hope 
we ſhalt ever perſevere to the end of our days, according as we are injoyned by our 
peaceable Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, and the Chriſtian Advice of his fairhful Servants and Mi- 
niſters among us. We being a People clear in the fight of God from all evit Deſigns, 
Plets and Conſpiracies whatſcever ; and hope tm God that we ſhall continue a Peopte al- 
ways quiet in the Land, having nothing but Love & Good-Will to all Men,for which end 
weearneſtly deſire and that a Chriſtian Care may not be wanting among you, for the 
Preſervation of our whole Society in that Innocent Life and Peaceable Converfation , 
which is agreeable to onr Chriltian Principle and Profeſſion, wherein we have from 
the beginning found onr Safety and Peace wirh God, and him to be oer defence, being 
fully perſwadad,that. this oor Antient Chriſtian Teſtimony (publickly owned among us) 
none can gain-ſay, nor any faithful Friends to God or Chrift can ever decline - ir, be- 
ing aſſured that our God will in his own due time remove all Offences and eauſe- 
teſs Jealouſies and Reproaches, tending to cloud our Innocency, and will fet his own 
Power and Peaceable Kingdom of his dear Son over all. 

We further intimate to you, that we had at this our Yearly Mecting divers ſeaſonable 
and tender Epiſtles from our Friends in forreign and remate parts of the World, be- 
yond the Seas, as Barbados, Famaica, Maryland, Weſt-Ferſty, B:rmndos, and alfo from 
Scotland, inrinating the Progreſs and Proſperity of Truth, and God's Love to Friends 
in choſe parts. | 


And 


C:4-) | 
And alſo an Epiſtle from Amſterdam of the Proſperity of Truth in thoſe parts; and 
that at Darzck there are now no Priſoners; And that the Duke of Helfteyre has put 
| forth a Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience. And alſo they have received what was laſt 
{2 Year ſent them, for the Relief of Danzick Friends, and that they ſtill ſtand in nced to 
+ be ſupplied by Friends, which care is taken to apſwer accordingly; They deſire to 

have ſome Epiſtles from Friends here,which would be very acceptable to them, one of 
them. Vicbolas Ruſt a faithful Friend of Danzick, who has been a great Sufferer there,beins 
naw at liberty, 15 come over to vilit Friends here, who though he underſtands not, ur 
Language, yet 1s ſen{ible of and refreſhed in Friends Love and tenderneſs towards him. 

Several Letters (from Friends, who ſtill remain in their long and fore Captivity in 
D Macqueneſs) to divers Friends here,. were read, intimating the. ſtate of things with” | 
43 them, and that they received our Epiſttes from our laſt Yearly Meeting, and acknow- @._._-., 

ledged Friends Love and Diligence here, in labouring for their Ranſom ; that Friends Cap 
fince the laſt Yearly Meeting the Lord hath delivered three of them by_ Death, out: of tives in Mer- 
their great Miſery and Servitude, who ended their days in great content. and peace, their r9cco. 
Namesare John Round, Richard Nevet, and Thomas Hurrell, The diſtreſſed caſe of the 
remainder of them, (as laſt Year ſignified) is {tilt before Friends, and divers axe inga- 
ged in the Love of God to uſe their endeavours for their Ranſom. | -ocha 


An Epiſtle came from the half Yearly Meeting in Irelazd, oth Frien 4s pe 


Ca. gs 
ſeat condition, their tenderly accepting what was formerly ordered for ,thetr Relfef; R Cuncerning 
and alfo that the ſum of One Hundred Pounds remitted: from Friends in Ferbades hf _— 
their fuxther Relief is ordered to be remitted to them, whereupon this. M cet | tefer- 
red the farther management thereof ta the Meeting for Sufferings here, to t care 
tor their further ſupply, as they ſhall ſee meet. it Shun exbtid's, 


ſtated and kept. Andits adviſed, that for the future when there ſhall be occaſion for” count of cach 
further Contribution, Friends that come from the ſeveral Counties, bring up with them Counties Con- 
an Account of the total Sum of each Colle&tion that may be made in their reſpective C_ _ 
Counties to the next enſuing Yearly Meeting, after ſuch ColleQion is made, that it © P- 

may be compared with the Accounts here for Friends fatisfaftion therein. 

For the diſpcrling Friends Books for the Service of Truth, Advice was given laſt 
Yearly Meeting, which we deſire may be obſerved. And its by this Meeting likewiſe 
Books of Colle&tions) be kept in each Monthly or Quarterly Meeting for the future —_ 
Service of Truth and Friends. 

The weighty Accounts given at this out Solemn Aſſembly from the reſpeQtive Counties - 
in England and Wales by the Friends ſent up, as alſo by ſome Epiſtles from ſeveral Coun- 
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- ties, and particular Friends importing the proſperity of God?s bleſſed Truth and in- 
creaſe of Chriſt*s Government and Peace in his Heritage, are greatly to our:comfort 
$.- and refreſhment ; and we humbly thank God and bleſs his Name for the ſame, being 


truly rejoyced, and our Hearts affected in the ſence of the Chriſtian Care, Diligence, 
Love, Unity and Peace among Friends, in which we pray God to keep all his People 
Faithfu}-unto the end. 


ba The fix Friends of the City appointed and intruſted this Year with the Accounts, are 
William Mead, William Crouch, William Macket, Fohn Staploe , Cornelious Maſon and 
Joſeph Wright. 
PH, 


And it was Agreed by Friends at this Meeting, that it Mould again be obſerved the next Year at the ſame 
Time, ifthe Lor:] will; And that Frends of each County, at their Quarterly Meeting preceeding this time 
of the Year, do agree upon two Faithful Friends of their County to Attend the fervice of the ſaid Meeting. - 


Fo: We muſt needs ſay that we were truly Comforted in the Meekneſs of Love & Harmony that ap- 
| peared among Friends in the management of moſt of the Import#nt Aﬀairs of this Meeting, altho 
the Meeting ended (it being late) Jjum(what abruptly to the trouble of ſome of us,occaſioned partly on 
divers preſſing for its ending,and party for want of Time to accommodate ſomething under Conſider- 
) +% ** ation,which otherwiſe on 210re dr liber «t10n meg ht have been accormuedated to a more general ſatisfa- 
Aion, but we hope for the future,Car: will be taken for a mare deliberate and ſaticf, Conelu- 
fron. This, dear Friends,we thought good Innocently to ſignifie to you to prevent Miſrepreſentations 
and Miſconſtruftions hereafter. So the God of all Peace be with youall; Amen. 


p Signed in behalf of out ſaid Meeting, by | 
Benjamin Sealing. 


Friends appointed to view the Accounts Report that they. find them welt and they Thos As 5 


agreed and adviſed, that one Book at leaſt of a ſort that ſhall be printed .( except Coricerning 
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Dear Fricnas, 


WW reſpeC& to our Antient and Innoccnt Teſtimony in the foregoing Epiſtle, it is 
| upon us further to add, viz. Away with thoſe Upbraiding Charatters of Faco- 
bites. and Williamites, fFemmites and Billites, &c. ſo uſed by the Worl®*s People one againſt 
another, to make Parties and Diviſions. and to ſtir up Wrath and Eamity. Let that 
Spirit of Enmity, Strife and Contention be judged and kept ont of GoYs Heritage for- 
ever, and let's have no ſach upbraiding Diſtinctionas In Go's Camp, nor any thing tend- 
ing to Strife, Sedition or Diſcord, no more then of #%igg and Tory long fince judged 
out and teſtified againlt. 

And ſhew forth your affeftion to Chriſt, to his Kingdom and Government by a quiet 
Life and peaceable Subjection unto the higher Powers that God is pleaſed to ſet over ys, 
which are at his diſpoſing, and not our's; it being our Chriſtian Duty to deſire their 
good, and to perſwade them to what good we. can for their Safety, and our Eaſe and 
Relief, that in all Godlineſs and Honeſty you may be innocently preſerved out of all Of- 
fences, Reproach and Scandal, and all real occaſjons thereof. 

Oh!-. Friends, Truth and Innocency will live and work through all, and our antient 
Teſtimony and Life therein will and and continue the ſame through all Revolutions and 
Interchanges that God is pleaſed to bring or ſuffer among Men, for cauſes beſt known 
to himſelf, which therefore muſt not be the ſabjeats of Diſpute or Controverſie among 
any of his People, his Judgments being unſearchable and his Wayes paſt finding ont. 
Wherefore let all ftuddy to be quiet, and mind their own buſineſs in God's holy fear, 
and none to be medling or exerciling themſelves in things too high for them. The God 
of all our Mercies and Well-ſpring of our Life and Peace, who hath ordained ns to live 
in Unity, be with you all; Amer. 


S.C. G.W. 
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